Introduced by Council President Clark and at the request of the Mayor:
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RESOLUTION 2009-674
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF GEORGE OWEN AS A MEMBER OF THE JACKSONVILLE FORECLOSURE TASK FORCE, PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE 2009-317-E, SECTION 7, FOR A FIRST FULL TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2011; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Foreclosure Task Force was created in Ordinance 2009-317-E whose purpose is to make recommendations to the Mayor, the City Council and the Neighborhoods Department for action in preventing foreclosure and providing assistance and relief to those facing or subjected to foreclosure; and
WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Foreclosure Task Force shall be   composed of no less than nine members who shall be appointed by the Mayor, and approved by Council; and 

WHEREAS, members of the task force shall have substantial experience in banking, consumer law, marketing, advertising, housing, credit counseling, social service, academia or other fields of endeavor that provide a unique and substantial insight into foreclosure prevention, assistance and relief; and

WHEREAS, the members shall serve for the initial term until December 31, 2011, as Ordinance 2009-317-E limits the existence of the Jacksonville Foreclosure Task Force stating that the Task Force shall sunset December 31, 2011, unless further action by Council is taken;  now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.   Appointment Confirmation.
The Council hereby confirms the Mayor’s appointment of George Owen to the Jacksonville Foreclosure Task Force, in accordance with Ordinance 2009-317-E, for a first full term expiring December 31, 2011. George Owen has substantial experience in banking that provides a unique and substantial insight into foreclosure prevention, assistance and relief.  Since 1996 to date, George Owen has been employed in the banking industry in Jacksonville, with Bank of America previously Nations Bank and Barnett Bank.  The Council finds that Mr. Owen’s contacts with Duval County satisfies the requirements that he maintains a substantial economic business interest or substantial philanthropic interest as determined by the City Council within Duval County.

Section 2.  Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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George Owen
Regions Bank
Community Development Manager

George Owen is a Vice President with Regions Bank and is the North Florida
Community Development Manager. Headquartered in Jacksonville, he is responsible for
working with local and regional community organizations and Regions staff to help grow
community development investments, lending, and services. He is also responsible for
promoting low-and moderate-income lending within the bank to help meet Community
Reinvestment Act goals.

His 22 year-career in banking includes community development, issues management, and
corporate communications, supporting community development banking, consumer and
small business banking, and mortgage banking. For almost 12 years, he was a journalist,
working for newspapers in New England and Florida.

Prior to joining Regions in 2007, he was a Senior Vice President at Bank of America and
held positions at Bank of America and its legacy banks—-NationsBank and Barnett
Bank—beginning in 1996

At Bank of America, he served as a Public Policy Manager, responsible for identifying,
analyzing and managing current and emerging issues relative to political and business
environments. He also served as a Community Development Banking Relationship
Manager, providing strategic counsel to management on community development issues,
from low-and moderate-income mortgage lending to community reinvestment. He also
served a National Communications Manager responsible for media relations activities for
Bank of America in 21 states in the Southeast and Mid-Atlantic.

Prior to 1996, his banking career included positions at First Union Corporation
(Wachovia, a Wells Fargo Company) in Charlotte, North Carolina, and Southeast
Banking Corporation in Miami, responsible for Florida and national media relations.

Prior to his banking career, he worked for The Florida Times-Union and the Jacksonville
Journal, as a business writer, covering banks, thrifts, credit unions, insurance and other
public companies. He also worked at The Lowell Sun in Lowell, Massachusetts, as a
Business Editor and City Hall Reporter and at the Manchester, New Hampshire Union

Leader, as a correspondent. He has written freelance articles for the Wall Street Journal
and the American Banker.

He is a member of the Florida Prosperity Partnership Board of Directors, the Housing
Partnership of Northeast Florida Board of Directors, the Florida JumpStart Coalition
Board of Directors and most recently served on the Jacksonville Community Council,
Inc. committee that studied and reported on Our Money, Our City: Financing
Jacksonville s Future.




